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knew anything of astronomy, the commander of an

army engaged in a righteous and necessary war
deemed it of the utmost importance to make a night
attack upon the enemy under cover of darkness.
Unfortunately the moon is near the full, and the
attack could not fail to he discovered. He knows
nothing of the causes of eclipses or of the times when
they may occur; he merely has noticed that some-
times when the moon is near the full her light for
some reason or other fails for a time, long enough
to allow him to move his troops without being
perceived by the enemy. He considers the con-
templated attack as of vital consequence to him,
and he prays that one of those failures of the
moon's light, which he has occasionally seen, may
take place. Is that a prayer which he might law-
fully make ? If the eclipse happens (as an astro-
nomer might have foretold that it would happen), is
the supposed commander wrong or foolish in looking
on it as an answer to his prayer ?

Now, in the case supposed, all the essential ele-
ments of prayer are present, an earnest desire, a
looking up to God to grant, if it might be so, the
fulfilment of the wish, and then, perhaps, the thing
wished for has happened. The commander was not
concerned in the way in which the thing was brought
about. All he wanted was that the eclipse should
take place. It is no business of his to inquire what